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Thank you Mister President,

We thank the outgoing President and bureau you for their

dedication and commitment to the Human Rights Council, the role

of human rights in the UN and the effective participation of civil

society in the Council’s work.

ISHR wishes to congratulate the Ambassador of Gabon and his

newly elected bureau - it is a high honour and high responsibility

to preside over the UN’s peak multilateral human rights body. We

join in paying tribute to Nelson Mandela - one of the worlds great

human rights defenders and a continuing inspiration to defenders

in Africa and worldwide.

The participation of civil society and human rights defenders in the

work of the United Nations and in particular in its main human

rights body are critical ingredients to ensure the Council’s



deliberations are informed by and respond to pressing human

rights concerns on the ground. Hearing the voices of victims of

human rights violations is critical to piercing the “Geneva bubble”

and to give practical meaning to the Council’s important work. It is

also a right enshrined in numerous UN documents and in the

longstanding practice of this body.

As president of the Council, we look to you to uphold the right of

civil society and NGOs to participate safely and effectively in the

work of the Council, free from hindrance, intimidation or reprisals.

We call on you to build on the efforts of several of your

predecessors to prioritise and intensify efforts to end and ensure

accountability for cases of reprisals if and when they occur.

We look forward to working constructively with you and your

bureau to ensure the Council effectively fulfils its mandate of

promoting and protecting all human rights for all.

Thank you.


